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Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)

• Affects animals with
cloven-hooves

• Most contagious 
livestock disease

• No treatment

Affected
NOT a public health or 
food safety concern



How do sheep get FMD?
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Spread of FMD Virus

Shed the virus 2 to 4 days 
before clinical signs appear

Saliva

Milk
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Manure
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Some adult sheep 
NEVER show signs



Spread of FMD Virus

Vehicles

Clothing, Footwear Equipment



National 
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Goal: Prevent exposure, 
business continuity

Goal: Control, contain, eradicate 
FMD as quickly as possible

Standstill lifted 
for those 

outside the 
Control Area



Secure Food Supply Plans for 
Continuity of Business

securebeef.orgsecurepork.orgsecuremilk.org securesheepwool.org

ASF
CSF
FMD

http://www.securebeef.org/
http://www.securepork.org/
http://www.securepork.org/
http://www.securesheepwool.org/


SSWS Permit Guidance

Permitting Guidance* for Movement of Sheep/Semen/Embryos Condition Met?

1. Traceability information is available (PIN, GPS Coordinates, and information 
on type and number of animals/quantity of semen/embryos to be moved) 

Yes

2. Biosecurity measures listed in the Biosecurity Checklist are in place and 
acceptable to Responsible Regulatory Officials

Yes

3. Trace-back/forward information is acceptable; premises is NOT 
Infected, Contact, Suspect

Yes

4. Destination premises and state are willing to accept the 
sheep/semen/embryos

Yes

5. No evidence of infection based on disease monitoring (surveillance) Yes

Permit guidance to move sheep/semen/embryos if 
all above responses are “Yes”

Consider Issuing 
MOVEMENT PERMIT

*For information on issuing permits for wool movement out of a Control Area, as well as FMD virus survivability in wool, 
inactivation recommendations, and traceability refer to the SSWS Wool Handling during an FMD Outbreak document 
available at: https://securesheepwool.org/Assets/SSWS_Wool-Handling-During-FMD-Outbreak.pdf. 
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https://securesheepwool.org/Assets/SSWS_Wool-Handling-During-FMD-Outbreak.pdf
http://www.securesheepwool.org/


Enhanced Biosecurity 
Self-Assessment Checklist

7.Animal Product Movement

Wool Shearing and Handling

• Shearing Equipment

• Shearing Clothing and Footwear

• Wool Handling Equipment

• Wool Handling and Storage

• Wool Disposal

www.securesheepwool.org

http://www.securesheepwool.org/


Shearer Biosecurity

• Clean, free of visible contamination

• New handling equipment when possible
• Farm dedicated/provided

• Shared items = disinfected  



Wool Handling

• Virus survival

• Storage time/temps to 
inactivate FMD virus

• Wool bale/bag traceability

• Disposal options

www.securesheepwool.org

http://www.securesheepwool.org/


SSWS: Wool Handling

www.securesheepwool.org

• FMD virus killed by 
• Warm temperatures

• Long term storage

• 39.2°F (4°C) for four months 
or

• 64.4°F (18°C) for four weeks 
or 

• 98.6°F (37°C) for eight days

http://www.securesheepwool.org/


www.securesheepwool.org

http://www.securebeef.org/


Questions?

Danelle Bickett-Weddle

dbw@preventalytics.com “Statue of Biosecurity”

mailto:dbw@preventalytics.com
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